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The Parable of the Ten Virgins
(Matt. 25:1-13)

‘The parable of the ten virgins' is the core of God's kingdom
of heaven. Jesus gives a great many parables in order to explain
the kingdom of heaven, and wants to show that the ultimate
purpose of Jesus' miracle, cure, and relief work is where the
kingdom of heaven is.

It is customary for Jew to take one week for wedding feast.
It is mostly held in the evening, because it is too warm to hold
a banquet during the daytime, and for the Hebrews in their
concept, the evening is the start for a day. A bride used to
take ten bridesmaids. The parable in the text talked about ten
bridesmaids who were invited by the bride. When a bridegroom
arrives at the wedding, the bride with bridesmaids comes
out and meets her bridegroom. They light the lamps, and a
lantern parade leaves for groom's house. Nevertheless, it happens that the
bridegroom's trip is often late like the case in the text.

1. Be ready for meeting Jesus

Jesus' conclusion is the only one, which is
"keep watch" (v. 13), because no one knows
the day or hour when Jesus will come. In the
text, five foolish virgins and five wise virgins
were equally invited to the wedding feast, all
accepted the invitation, and they waited for
the bridegroom. They also held lamps and fell
asleep. In this situation, we cannot realize the
difference between the wise virgins and the
foolish virgins. And there, the foolish virgins
went only with their lamps, and the wise ones
took oil in jars along with their lamps.

Jesus says that even though we equally
attend church, we never feel at ease. [ t
means that there are some Christians who
are saved and the others who are not. The
word, 'keep watch' indicates that we do not
always pray and offer our service in church.
Here, 'keep watch' means that whenever and
wherever Jesus comes, we must live our lives
by being ready for meeting Him.

2. Oils must always be ready

The lamp refers to our external
appearance. It means our religious deeds
of which we attend church and volunteer.
On the other hand, because oil is internal, it
means whether we live our lives by obeying
God's word, by sharing deeply spiritual
communication with God, or by living our life full of Holy Spirit.

0il cannot be distributed and used. There are many things to give out
in the world. We can give out money, and lend automobile or clothes, but
we cannot give out salvation. Our faith is only the relation between God
and me.

My beloved Christians,

The door of banquet is still wide open. Whoever is ready for a lamp
and oil can enter the door. But the day that the door will be closed is
coming near very soon. After the door closes, it will never open again.
God waits for us for a long time, but he never waits for us eternally.

Therefore, before closing the door, by being ready to be filled with the
oil of Holy Spirit, I sincerely pray that all of you will be the Lord's blessed
people and you can joyfully meet Him in the name of Jesus Christ.
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